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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 14, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. 
 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 90 
Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 14, 2022, by Mayor Pro Tem John J. 
Gillooly. 

Present: Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone Donaven, Neil Sroka, Joe 
Ricci and Lev Wood. 

Absent: Mayor Louis Theros and Councilmember Beth Konrad-Wilberding. Both absences were 
excused. 

Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk; 
Debra Peck-Lichtenberg, Director of Finance and Operations; John Hutchins, Director of Public 
Safety; Andrew Rogers, Deputy Director of Public Safety; Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; 
and William T. Burgess, City Attorney. 

Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was conducted.  

Councilmember Lev Wood motioned, Councilmember Neil Sroka seconded to excuse the absence 
of Mayor Louis Theros and Councilmember Beth Konrad-Wilberding. Motion carried. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on February 14, 
2022. 

Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council 
Meeting held on February 14, 2022. Motion carried. 

Council viewed the presentation of the 2021 Public Safety Department Merit Awards.  

Public Safety Director John Hutchins presented Merit Awards to the following Public Safety 
Department employees: 

• Lifesaving: PSO Derek Lazarski 
• Commendation: PES Charity Vanover and PSO Timothy Harris. 
• Citation: PSO Richard Rosati, CID Sue Stephens and PES/ACO Mark Jacobs. 

Councilmember Lev Wood motioned, Councilmember Joe Ricci seconded to temporarily 
adjourn the City Council and reconvene as the Board of Zoning Appeals. Motion carried. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a request for a dimensional 
variance for 64 Meadow Lane to construct an attached garage that encroaches into the 
required side yard setback.  

Alexandra Lynch, applicant, and owner of 64 Meadow Lane was present to explain her variance 
request and answer questions from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

Councilmember Lev Wood  asked the applicant if it was practical to reduce the size of the proposed 
garage so it was closer to the home. 

The applicant stated that it was not practical to reduce the size of the proposed garage because her 
vehicle would not fit. 

Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly opened public comment at 7:17 p.m. 

No written or verbal public comment was received.  

Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly closed public comment at 7:17 p.m. 

Councilmember Joe Ricci motioned, Councilmember Lev Wood seconded to move that the appeals 
application submitted on February 2, 2022 by Polyarch Inc. on behalf of Alexandra Lynch for the 
construction of a 12’ X 30’ attached garage to the existing home be granted thereby authorizing the 
issuance of a building permit, to construct a structure that encroaches into the required side yard 
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setback by 2’ 6” resulting in a new side setback of 3’ and a combined side yard setback of 5’ 8” vs 8’ 
as required in the R-1 district.  

To reach this decision, we have reviewed Mr. Matt Baka’s memo dated March 14, 2022, the 
Applicant’s Appeals Application dated February 7, 2022, the detailed review letter from McKenna 
dated March 3, 2022 and the Applicant’s comments tonight. 

Potential factual findings indicate strict application of the Zoning Ordinance would result in a 
practical difficulty for the user of the property due to: 

This is unique property that was subdivided over 80 years ago.  Several properties on Meadow Lane 
have attached garages with setbacks varying in distances from the front building line.  The proposed 
project does not generate any concerns relative to the harmony with existing buildings in the district. 

The variance is in harmony with and serves the intent and purpose of the Ordinance because: 

1. The variance will not result in a substantial variation from the requirements of the 
Ordinance. 

2. The variance will not result in increased population density. 

3. The variance will not adversely affect the government services or the character of the 
district. 

4. The proposed addition is in harmony with the masonry construction which is the 
predominant type of  the surrounding residences in the district. 

5. The proposed variance meets the standards of Article XXV. 

The variance will result in substantial justice being done because: 

1.  The hardship suffered, if a variance is not granted, would be significant. 

2. The property in question is unusual in its size and configuration thus making it truly unique. 
There are no other viable alternatives that would obviate the hardship. 

3. The hardship was not self-created. 

The proposed variance will not substantially interfere with or injure the rights of persons whose 
property is affected by the proposed variance. 

A.  Approval of this variance is subject to the following conditions: 

1. The new building additions to be clad in siding and/or brick veneer and will be of the 
same style as the existing house. 

2. The landscape plan as submitted will be incorporated in the final project. 

3. The proposed covered porch and front entrance will improve the aesthetics of the house 
which should be a benefit to the surrounding properties. 

4. No information was received regarding objections of the project from neighboring 
owners.  

The Board of Zoning Appeals hereby grants the foregoing variance without prejudice or precedence 
in any future or similar appeals. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YES: Donaven, Gilhooly, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. ABSENT: 
Theros and Konrad-Wilberding (both excused). Motion carried.  

Councilmember Neil Sroka motioned, Councilmember Sierra Leone Donaven seconded to 
adjourn the Board of Zoning Appeals and reconvene as the City Council. Motion carried. 

Council considered the Consent Agenda. 

a. Consideration of a request from the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce to hold 
the “Pointes Art Festival” in the City’s Richard Parking Lot the weekend of August 
6-7, 2022.  
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b. Consideration of a request from the Rotary Club of Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Foundation to hold the “43rd Annual Grosse Pointe Run” event on September 17, 
2022. 

c. Consideration of a request to reschedule the second meeting of the Board of Review 
from March 15, 2022 to March 8, 2022. 

d. Consideration of a proclamation declaring April 29, 2022 Arbor Day in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. 

e. Consideration of a request from the Director of Finance and Operations to approve 
February 2022 invoices. 

 
Councilmember Lev Wood motioned, Councilmember Sierra Leone Donaven seconded to approve 
the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

Council received the February 2022 Public Safety Report. 

Council received 2021 Grosse Pointe Farms Annual Planning Report and 2022 Work Plan 
from the City’s Planning Consultant.  

Councilmember Lev Wood and Councilmember Neil Sroka asked Administration to ask the 
planning consultant if the Kercheval “Hill” Business District Streetscape Project and Sewer 
Separation Project should be included in the next version of the Grosse Pointe Farms Annual 
Planning Report and Work Plan. 

Administration and Council discussed the following under other business. 

City Manager Shane Reeside informed City Council that the Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation will 
be co-hosting a workshop with the City regarding the new Pier Park play structure to be installed in 
September 2023.  The workshop will take place on March 20, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. at the Pier Park 
Community Building and will offer attendees an opportunity to learn about the play structure and 
provide feedback.  

Councilmember Joe Ricci added to City Manager Shane Reeside’s comments by stating that he 
would like to see the Pier Park tot lot playground rehabilitated as soon as possible and suggested 
replacing some of the existing equipment if it was feasible. 

No public comment from the audience was received. 

Upon reaching the end of the agenda the meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 
 

________________________ 
Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly 
Mayor 

 

________________________ 
Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & 
City Clerk 


